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ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 
ELECTION DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE PERIOD JULY 1, 1979, To JUNE 30, 1980 


BOSTON JULY 1, 1980. 
Hon. KEVIN H. White, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 


SIR, —In compliance with section 24, chapter 3, of the 
Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Commissioners 


respectfully submits its annual report. 


REGISTRATION 


In accordance with chapter 236 of the Acts of 1966, as 
amended, registration was held as follows: 

At the central office from 9 A.M. to 5 p.M., Saturdays, 
Sundays, and holidays excepted; from July 1 to August 28, 
inclusive; from August 29 to September 5, inclusive; from 
October 12 to November 6, for military personnel; and 
from November 7 to December 31, 1979, inclusive; from 
January 2, 1980 to January 29, 1980, inclusive; from Jan- 
uary 30 to February 5, inclusive; and from February 6 to 
June 30, 1980, inclusive. 

At the central office from 9 A.M. to 9 p.m. from August 29, 
1979, to September 5, 1979, inclusive; from October 12, 
1979, to October 17, 1979, inclusive, Saturdays included as 
noted. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2010 with funding from 
Boston Public Library 


http://www.archive.org/details/annualreportofbo1979bost 
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Mayor of the City of Boston. 


Sir, —In compliance with section 24, chapter 3, of the 
Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Commissioners 


respectfully submits its annual report. 


REGISTRATION 


In accordance with chapter 236 of the Acts of 1966, as 
amended, registration was held as follows: 

At the central office from 9 A.M. to 5 P.M., Saturdays, 
Sundays, and holidays excepted; from July 1 to August 28, 
inclusive; from August 29 to September 5, inclusive; from 
October 12 to November 6, for military personnel; and 
from November 7 to December 31, 1979, inclusive; from 
January 2, 1980 to January 29, 1980, inclusive; from Jan- 
uary 30 to February 5, inclusive; and from February 6 to 
June 30, 1980, inclusive. 

At the central office from 9 A.M. to 9 P.M. from August 29, 
1979, to September 5, 1979, inclusive; from October 12, 
1979, to October 17, 1979, inclusive, Saturdays included as 
noted. 
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At the central office from 9 a.m. to 10 p.M., September 5, 
1979, for the City Preliminary Election; October 17 for the 
City Election; February 5, 1980, for the Presidential 
Primary. 

At locations in each of the twenty-two wards from 6 P.M. 
to 9 P.M., except Saturdays, when the hours were from 9 A.M. 
to 8 p.M., from August 29 to September 5, inclusive for the 
City Preliminary Election; from October 12 to October 17, 
inclusive for the City Election; and from January 30, 1980, 
to February 5, 1980, inclusive, for the Presidential Primary. 

At locations in each of the twenty-two wards from 6 P.M. 
to 10 P.M. on September 5 for the City Preliminary Election; 
October 17 for the City Election; and February 5, 1980 for 
the Presidential Primary. 

In answer to many requests for special registrations 
according to statutes, at schools, colleges, and nursing 
homes, extra sessions were conducted to satisfy these 
requests. 

Physically disabled: In accordance with the provisions of 
chapter 196 of the Acts of 1946, as amended, persons quali- 
fied to vote but who were unable to appear at a registration 
office because of a physical disability were examined in 
their homes or other places of confinement upon receipt of 
an application for such registration. Persons so registered 
or found on the voting list were furnished with an applica- 
tion for absentee ballots. 


NUMBER OF VOTERS 


At the City Election held on November 6, 1979, the num- 
ber of voters on the list was 242,686. The number of voters 
on the first list published by the Board for 1979 was 
215,160. From that time to the close of registration for the 
City Election, there were added the names of 7,821 voters. 
From that time to the close of registration for the 
Presidential Primary, there were added the names of 11,156 
voters. Included in this figure are the names of 5,458 who 
were restored to the voting list without registration under 
the provisions of chapter 244 of the Acts of 1947, as 
amended, and chapter 555 of the Acts of 1973, as amended. 
The number of voters on the day of the City Election held 
November 6, 1979, was 147,743, a decrease of 52,641 below 
the number of voters on the list preceding the State Election. 
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The number of voters on the day of the Presidential 
Primary held March 4, 1980, was 110,972, an increase of 
20,513 above the number of voters on the list preceding the 
1976 Presidential Primary. From this figure, the names of 
2,013 voters were removed from the list, because of deaths 
and removals from the city. The number of voters on the 
final list was 261,763. 


NOMINATION PAPERS, REFERENDUM, AND RECOUNT PETITIONS 


The Board received 3,125 nomination papers for the City 
Preliminary on which 69,140 names were certified; 1,385 
referendum petitions on which 27,127 names were certified; 
and | recount petition for the recount of ballots cast in the 
Preliminary Election, consisting of 75 papers, on which 
1,227 names were certified; making a total of 4,585 papers 
filed on which the names of 97,494 voters were certified. 

The Board received 184 nomination papers for the Presi- 
dential Primary on which 3,393 names were certified. 

The Board received 3,956 nomination papers for the 
State Election on which 30,937 names were certified for the 
President; 5,532 names certified for Congressman; 6,958 
names certified for Governor’s Councillor; 4,608 names 
certified for State Senator; 11,695 names certified for 
Representative in the General Court; and 1,400 names certi- 
fied for Sheriff; making a total of 61,130 certified names. 


FENWAY PROJECT AREA COMMITTEE 
(FENPAC) ELECTION 


The Board of Election Commissioners was ordered by a 
resolution passed by the Boston City Council on October 30, 
1972, and approved by Hon. Kevin H. White, Mayor of 
Boston, on October 30, 1972, to conduct an election of three 
Delegates at Large and six District Delegates (one from each 
district) to serve on the Fenway Project Area Committee. 
This committee is to represent six districts within an area 
delineated by the Boston Redevelopment Authority. 

The Board of FENPAC divided the area into four 
districts in compliance with the United States District Court 
Civil Action No. 74-4897G dated August 26, 1975. 
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In accordance with the resolution the current voting list 
of the said area was compiled into four respective districts 
and used as the voting list. 

FENPAC election was held March 25, 1980. The dele- 
gates from each of the four districts were duly elected. 
Three delegates were elected to serve at large. 


RETIREMENT BOARD ELECTION 


A special election was held in February to replace the 
elected member of the Retirement Board. The number of 
votes cast was 15,288. Thomas Gately received 3,963 votes. 


RECOUNTS 


Recounts of votes cast in City Election for City Council- 
lor were held in all wards except Ward 14. 

Recount of votes cast in the Presidential Primary for 
Democratic Ward Committeeman was held in Ward 17. 


REVISION OF THE VOTING LIST 


The names of 2,013 voters were stricken from the voting 
list by reason of death, removal from the city, and other 
causes. 


JURORS 


The jury list prepared by the Board in 1979, contained the 
names of 6,872 residents of Boston. During the time covered 
by this report, 5,547 names were drawn for jury service. 


ABSENTEE VOTING 


In accordance with chapter 123 of the Acts of 1966, as 
amended, regulating the method of processing and counting 
absentee ballots made it mandatory that, after processing 
and examination of the affidavits in the central office is 
completed, the absentee ballots must be sent to the precinct 
polling places to be cast and counted. 

In accordance with chapter 267 of the Acts of 1975, 
absentee ballots received on election day shall be processed 
and examined in the central office and may be counted at 
the office at the hour of closing of the polls and after the 
canvass and the count has been completed each precinct 
tally sheet, official returns book, and check list shall be 
amended when delivered to the central office. 
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Absentee voting applied to the City Preliminary and City 
Election and to the Presidential Primary. Chapter 368 of 
the Acts of 1966, further regulating absentee voting, made 
it possible for a registered voter who would be absent from 
the city on the day of the election, and who had no mailing 
address outside of Boston to which a ballot could be mailed 
and reasonably returned in time to be sent to the polling 
place before the closing of the polls on election day, to 
received a ballot in hand and vote by such ballot in the 
central office before he departed from the city. 

Set forth below are statistics relating to absentee ballots 
in 1979 and Presidential Primary in 1980. 

City City Presidential 


Preliminary Election Primary 
Applications Received 


Gili ane eeepc ee ecers en  aocs 790 2,100 872 
Physically;Disabled=s2- 55-7605. 5 3,263 4,117 1,830 
Federal Service Personnel ............. DS 10 68 
MOtaliameres he ree nye 4,078 6,227 ego) 
Applications Rejected 
iv ilies oe ie AU ey ea al ed 31 103 38 
EenysicallysDisabledi sy.) sacs oo. e 189 300 97 
Federal Service Personnel ............. ail oye BB 
SRG teal re a eG Geen aun Ma a 220 403 158 
Ballots Mailed to or in Hand 
Givihanwe esa ew bots De a eke ee ae 759 1,997 834 
ehysicallyDisabledseus.. 2: asenecoh. 3,074 3,817 1,733 
Federal Service Personnel ............. 25 10 45 
POLAR ees her eat eet usta te amen enim 3,858 5,824 2,612 
Ballots Returned 
Givaliaine Vv tis ts Amc vars enor 1,032 1,938 Wel 
Physically Disabledivs..5- 0. oss noe a. Ze lolel 2,993 1,395 
Federal Service Personnel ............. 2 2 28 
SIO Palliser rete aaa aeienpntag een eee ae 3,151 4,933 2,144 
Ballots Rejected by Examiners 
PANNE LASS Sits ao eek tcc ts Anas ak dN nena a2 275 403 173 
Ballots Sent to Polling Places 
ING lasses ae See te yeas ae: 2,876 4,530 1,535 
Ballots Returned Unclaimed ............. 50 20 5 
Ballots Returned too Late ............... 350 163 423 


Ballot envelopes were subsequently delivered to the 
proper polling places prior to 9 P.M. to be cast on the day of 
the election, as required by law. 
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MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD 


Commissioner Eugene C. Hillis was sworn in on July 20, 
1979, as Democratic Commissioner. Commissioner Joseph 
W. Fitzgerald resigned as of May 30, 1980. Commissioner 
John M. Robinson continued as Chairman of the Board 
and Commissioner Michael A. Joyce as Secretary. The 
Board, at this time, is operating with three members, one 
vacancy. 


EXPENSES OF THE ELECTION DEPARTMENT 


The expenses of the Election Department for the year 
July 1, 1979, to June 30, 1980, amount to $1,560,771. 


John M. Robinson, 

Michael A. Joyce, 

Eugene C. Hillis, 
Board of Election Commissioners. 
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Democratic Votes Cast at Presidential Primary, March 4, 1980 


Number of Democratic Ballots Cast ........----. esse eee eeceeees 139 

For Presidential Preference ..........--- eee eee eect tee t tet eee 140 

For State Committee... 0.0.0... ee eee ett ett eens 141-144 
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Number of Republican Ballots Cast ........---- see e eee cree eee: 145 

For Presidential Preference ..........-.2 eee cece etter terre cece 146 

For State Committee 
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POPULATION OF THE CITY OF BOSTON 


As Returned by the Secretary of State, 1975 


Ward lection watiaiesd cne mainte FNL ae A EN Ln An LOU esi eae tt 38,313 
WDE 2 ce ee SAO ME eGR Vie aN OAT SST Rr la a mi 16,877 
LYE a Hs ote MERU ac a ved teers eect eeerate Be (eg Ad AO aA ote Odie Aaa oo (Ua Ure 24,533 
Va a tia em ea tre IE bey oe coe Mamie ey) Ua Les CaP eda OES Ay 2 8 28,395 
Ward See ec SAG A lee IRR. 2S Bor tie chia Bat Bal haan Eee oh ase eho 40,953 
IWATE Os erate ise ua ancy onete crits camer aR NERS Ouiacis Poedtny Weta ac rea Ree 19,961 
Wallerian aire at uca ein iter cee cL Mean SOOO a ata ease na cae a ana ORaU MRE 24,455 
IW AG Sina none cn le atta ru eM i eine Danan et slate lear xia caniex ate me rae a 12,196 
AWW ea GEO i sen iacale k aie i arsed Sateen ee whats Atel ccar eft Ne ose ia 13,070 
WW AT IN Ogee Re se RS Re A ae Se eat Ae a tae nw pM er 21,164 
Wear iT eT eae Ser Sree coe eerste tear eo eerie tS aes Soe gana PARLE CRN ce aS aR 21,513 
WaT Dyke sti es aide. <1), 7 ar ea i SO a Seca) De a nea a oe ae a a 19,887 
NYG Vera dL |e ae Taian OS RRR UP Pare EDA SIRE yt eC 8 23,520 
WAT CAR ERC UREN M sie Maite prickly) LRG A PNA CaS cM OMNES (At RL Pm 41,579 
Waal Sper te xn ea tee cal seni seal orig Seta sa nl ae ede alate mame Anon dake abe Rare Aiage 20,993 
A Vee te bl Io aye Bercreraanh itp culo marear be aa aura Ata a (a crs aR UNS SC reals Uy 28,786 
NUE V6 a LPR anes Beas avd eC ae ta Atos os RUPE ne Meme SmMy MIU osay Leet Solace 30,828 
Wardle erie ease an eel in Nae WON IVE oh hcreh 4 uel age Aut gat ag Maar 63,726 
TACT (ol) RADIA es ae es one mpg eaie mitten atretane rune, WAMU Caeny UEC Gentes, 28,291 
A) Yeo E91 Oat ra nails Ole Ms OAC aeRO R ee its Lud ance SODA aE AAU ENE Id A oh tk 45,758 
AY VET [192 RON a Ae Rea! eet ge arate CAMS MOST NAL a aa geting OL Vr ae Nest: ape eari anh 6 cabo hoes 43,233 
bE Tele PP TRU eo an eet MCR cre ar eran uch nr ayn Klann ERE Sith 295955 
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VOTES CAST FOR CITY COUNCILLOR, PRELIMINARY CITY ELECTION, SEPTEMBER 25, 1979 


Names 


Terence P. McDermott..................- oe : 


James T. Brett .. 
Albert L. O’Neil 


David Joseph McKay............... ae acctancare ae 
Louise Day Hicks ............ Eieetacas ener tetas eis 


Edward Brooks . 
John W. Sears . . 


Stephen C. Farrell......... nic ane lee ae er 
Jeannette L. Tracy ............ Ae Fan a NO RR 
Frederick C. Langone ...... LRN Rea es enti a sc a 


Richard M. Lane 


Charles Calvin Yancey.................-. Seine fe 


Phyllis Igoe .... 


Joseph M. Tierney .............. sna a oO oe aoe 
Stephen Michael Cidlevich ...................... 
Eugene A. Cavicchi .................. Pane ees 
Rosemarie E. Sansone ............. Maca eines 
Christopher A. Iannella.....................005- 
awrence:S Dl Catalcers ccc scosersievis exon oes eoee 


Peter K. Hadley 


Patrick F. McDonough .................+---000+ 
Raymond L. Flynn....... kv otpyneoePeoponsun eT 


Barbara A. Ware 


Ward 14 — Totals by Precincts 


Totals 


221 
264 
440 
132 
78 
2,070 
612 
305, 
242 
458 
147 
1,496 
137 
498 
77 

49 
425 
693 
859 
141 
206 
177 
1,698 
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